AWRC

The Animal Welfare and Research Committee (AWRC) ensures that all individuals involved in the care and use of laboratory animals understand their individual and collective responsibilities with  regard to policies on the humane care and use of laboratory animals as well as all other applicable laws and regulations pertaining to animal care and use. The Committee oversees LBNL’s animal care and use program, facilities, and procedures The institution acknowledges and accepts responsibility for the care and use of animals involved in activities covered by this Assurance.

What is AWRC certification?

AWRC certification is a review process that verifies that a protocol meets Federal regulations and that animal use conforms to Berkeley Laboratory, United States Department of Agriculture, and Public Health Service (National Institutes of Health) guidelines.

Certification is obtained by submitting a protocol to the Animal Welfare Review Committee (AWRC). When protocols are received, the document is checked; incomplete protocols are returned to the investigator. Failure to submit a complete protocol could result in a one-month delay.

The protocol is reviewed and put to a vote at the monthly AWRC meeting. The vote categories are:

approved

approved pending clarification (contingent upon receipt minor changes)

vote tabled until more information is provided

not approved 

Certificates are not released until the protocol is fully approved. 

LBNL policy prohibits release of funds for new grants or contracts without AWRC certification.

How long does the AWRC certification process take?

New Protocols

The protocol review process can take up to 60 days if the review process is delayed because of an incomplete protocol; however, the norm is 30 days.

Note:
Check the funding agency submission guidelines carefully. Send AWRC protocols to the Committee 30 to 60 days in advance of funding agency deadlines.

NIH and NSF require animal research certification for proposed projects. Certification must be received within 60 days of the agency’s application deadline.

Existing Protocols

If an existing protocol is to be applied to a new grant submission, the AWRC office must be notified in writing two weeks in advance of the 60-day grace period deadline to allow time to prepare and submit certificate to funding agency.

What research projects must have AWRC certification?

Research projects using live vertebrates or tissues harvested from live vertebrates must have AWRC certification.

Can research projects acquire animals or animal tissues before AWRC certification?

An animal use protocol must be certified before a researcher can:

acquire animals

house animals

use animals for research

use animal tissues for research

Where is AWRC protocols submitted?

Completed and signed protocols are submitted to:

The Animal Welfare and Research Committee (AWRC)

Building 26, Room 103

How long are AWRC certifications in effect?

Approval period is 35 months following the approval date; however, you must submit yearly animal use updates to keep the protocol effective. If you wish to continue the protocol beyond three years, submit a triennial review.

Animal Welfare Review Committee

Animal Welfare and Regulatory Committee (AWRC) membership consists of an ethicist, a lay community person, the Committee chairperson, three researchers experienced in using animals for research, and responsible veterinarian. The Committee has nine voting members and meets once a month.

AWRC functions are clearly defined by NIH and Laboratory policy, and 1985 amendments to the Animal Welfare Act. The NIH Guide provides the primary standard for evaluating the animal care and use program.

The Committee is responsible for the following:

1.
Review, semiannually, of LBNL’s program for humane care and use of animals.

2.
Inspection, semiannually, of LBNL’s animal facilities.

3.
Review of all proposed live vertebrate use in research.

4.
Review and development of institutional policy for care and use of laboratory animals.

5.
Review of specific concerns or complaints about animal care or use.

6.
Recommendations to responsible administrator regarding animal care and use program.

7.
Suspension of any activity involving animal use not being conducted in accordance with NIH Guide standards, or applicable laws, regulations and institutional policies.

What information must be provided so AWRC can send certificate to funding agencies?

New Funding Proposal

Send a memo to Dianna Bolt, 26RO143 or email to dgbolt@lbl.gov. Provide the following information:

The grant proposal
Name of principal investigator

All identifying assignment or account numbers

Name of funding agency

Mailing address of funding agency

Protocol information, number, expiration date

Title of protocol

Protocol approval number 

Brief statement of how animal use protocol covers work described in grant proposal..

If the PI of the grant is different from that of the animal use protocol, the PI of the grant must be on the protocol personnel form.

The procedures section describing animal use of the grant proposal will be compared to what is described in the animal use protocol by the support staff of the AWRC.
The protocol number will be in the format: ####-#####-####. The first set is AWRC yearly tracking number, the middle set is the protocol's unique identification number, and the last set is the protocol's expiration date in year/month format.

